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but for those rendered to the cause of pure demo-
cracy, humanity, and truth! In coming years the
greenest wreath in the memory of Jefferson will
be the record of his sentiments on the subject of
slavery. I know that thy own sentiments are
similar to those of Jefferson. I feel assured that
slavery, in any form, is odious to thy feelings.
Why not, then, say so ; carry out thy democratic
principles, and insure the approbation of the wise
and good, throughout the world, and for all time ;
nay more, secure that self-approval, that answer of
a good conscience, which, when the exciting ambi-
tions and hopes of the partisan are lost, in the hour
of sickness, and in the decline of life, will be
dearer than any earthly honor. Never had any
one a more excellent opportunity of doing honor
to himself and to the cause of republican liberty
than thyself at this time. It would prove to the
people of Massachusetts that thy democracy is not
a partial and time-serving principle, but radical
and based upon the equality of the human family,
and zealous for the rights of all classes. In a word,
it would prove that to be a friend of the policy
and principles of Mr. Van Buren, as regards
other matters, does not necessarily imply a slavish
acquiescence in his extraordinary views on the
subject of liberty and slavery. It would win the
respect and command the admiration of all parties.
It would disappoint thy enemies; it would in-
crease the esteem of all thy present friends, and
add to their number. It would do much for the
cause of humanity, and truth, and justice. May
we not hope that it will be done ? Excuse the lib-